
REACH CODE NEWS BRIEF: SEPTEMBER 2023

EXPERIMENTING WITH INDUCTION TECHNOLOGY:
LOANER PROGRAMS SIMPLIFY THE PROCESS 

Numerous utilities, non-profit organizations, local jurisdictions, and CCAs offer

induction cooktop loaner programs to provide residential and commercial customers

the opportunity to experiment with this electric technology at no cost. 

These programs can be vital to creating stakeholder consensus when developing reach

code measures for electric-preferred new construction or existing buildings under the

2022 code cycle. 

In addition to a portable cooktop, loaner programs often include induction-compatible

cookware as well as educational materials that include recipes and information about

the technology. Kits may also include magnets so users can test their existing

cookware for compatibility. Often, the program also includes free shipping. 

Utility and non-profit organization loaner programs include:

Pacific Gas & Electric

Southern California Edison

San Diego Green Building Council

• 

• 

• 
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https://pge-induction.myturn.com/library/?WT.mc_id=Vanity_inductionloaner
https://sce.myturn.com/library/
https://www.ehomecooktops.com/?utm_campaign=ehcp_press_release&utm_medium=email&utm_source=usgbcsd
https://www.ehomecooktops.com/?utm_campaign=ehcp_press_release&utm_medium=email&utm_source=usgbcsd


CCA programs include:

Acterra (for mid-SF Peninsula communities)

East Bay Community Energy (EBCE) for any East Bay resident regardless of

energy provider 

Sonoma Clean Power (residents of Sonoma and Mendocino counties) 

Local jurisdiction programs include:

City of Albany

City of Burlingame

City of Hayward

City of Healdsburg

City of Lafayette

City of Piedmont

City of San Mateo

City of San Mateo

Some local library systems that have tool and equipment lending services, such

as Sacramento's, may also offer induction cooktop loaner kits that can be checked out

by library patrons. Libraries in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties have loaner

programs available through 3C-REN. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

October 3-4: California Energy Commission: EPIC Symposium

October 5: BayREN event: Inflation Reduction Act Lunch & Learn - Part 4

October 10-12: CABEC Annual Conference. Cambria 

October 18: California Energy Commission Business Meeting

October 18: Central Coast Sustainability Summit. UC-Santa Barbara 

October 20: 3C-REN webinar: The Electrification Path – A Case Study

October 24-26: VERGE, The Climate Tech Event. San Jose 

October 27: San Diego Green Building Conference & Expo. San Diego 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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https://www.acterra.org/induction/#Kit
https://www.albanyca.org/departments/sustainability/sustainability-resources-and-events/induction-cooktop-lending-program
https://ebce.org/induction-cooking/
https://sonomacleanpower.org/programs/induction-cooking
https://www.albanyca.org/departments/sustainability/sustainability-resources-and-events/induction-cooktop-lending-program
https://www.burlingame.org/departments/sustainability/inductioncooking.php
https://hayward-ca.gov/your-environment/green-your-life/energy-upgrade-your-home/induction-cooktops
https://ci.healdsburg.ca.us/424/Smart-Living-Healdsburg
https://www.lovelafayette.org/city-hall/commissions-committees/environmental-task-force/induction-cooktop-lending-program
https://piedmont.ca.gov/services___departments/planning___building/about_building_/cooktop_lending_program
https://www.cityofsanmateo.org/4625/Induction-Cooktop-Loaner-Program
https://www.cityofsanmateo.org/4625/Induction-Cooktop-Loaner-Program
https://www2.museumkey.com/things/byThing/?code=sacrca95814
https://www.3c-ren.org/diy-savings
https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/webinar/2023-10/epic-symposium
https://www.bayren.org/events/inflation-reduction-act-lunch-learn-part-4-2023-10-05
https://cabec.org/conference2023/
https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/meeting/2023-10/energy-commission-business-meeting
https://sustainability.ucsb.edu/2023-central-coast-sustainability-summit
https://www.3c-ren.org/event/the-electrification-path-a-case-study/
https://www.greenbiz.com/events/verge/2023
https://www.sd-gbc.org/sdgbce23


TAKE PART IN THE TITLE 24, PART 6 AND COMPLIANCE MANUAL FORMAT SURVEY!

The Statewide IOU Codes and Standards Program is partnering with the California

Energy Commission (CEC) to gather feedback on the structure and format of the

Energy Code (Title 24, Part 6) and Single-Family and Nonresidential/Multifamily

Compliance Manuals. 

The CEC has heard from building industry professionals that formatting the Energy

Code more like other building codes would help Energy Code users navigate Part 6

more easily. In addition, we are seeking input on the content and format of the Part 6

Compliance Manuals to increase usability. 

Please take this short survey by October 1 to provide input based on your experience

with the Energy Code and Compliance Manuals! 
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https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BXif2eguAsyATgKxh-JQBdic4dqcA2x9Tx1Xf9wHZeL8ZoOYRU79jgKrJraTrf-Y2Ij8R_Oc4fc1n1mbhyg7Je7-6-FiI-Gj6rnX_zsI5uLqiF6rPSta6eFSdxRR7bRom72FDg9BcgrbrqDKlf0sUABLE3nGHurh3WeZtZE60koNy7BJMoj8GA==&c=Ze55i61Ds3xyn3-Pp-7Ju30O0x_KbWLQDBw80ntL8hkVAkaLbITUvg==&ch=-tYBS_EgaZy0yNYkKdmMa2ddwtsEowM8i-vyzxuHZ1Azt_XQqUpMAw==
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NEW THIS MONTH! 

Q&A WITH AMBER BECK: INTRODUCING THE NEW BUILDING AND HOME ENERGY
RESOURCE HUB

Amber Beck is the project manager for building decarbonization engagement at the

California Energy Commission (CEC). She has been with the CEC for nearly ten years

serving in various roles. Beck graduated from UC Davis and has worked throughout

her career to develop easy-to-understand, target messaging, for programs and

organizations.

Q: Tell us a little about how the new Building and Home Energy Resource

Hub came to be, Amber.

A: The impetus for this resource was Senate Bill 68 (SB 68), adopted in 2021, which

directed the California Energy Commission to gather or develop and publish on its

website, guidance and best practices to help building owners, the construction

industry, and local governments overcome barriers to electrification of buildings and

installation of electric vehicle charging equipment to help achieve the state’s target

GHG emissions reduction goals from residential and commercial building stock. 

Q: Is the Resource Hub live on the Commission website then?
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A: Yes, after a 16-month process that included public requests for information as well

as a stakeholder workshop, and extensive internal and external reviews, the Building

and Home Energy Resource Hub went live on September 1, 2023. It’s organized

specifically for the audiences identified in SB68, with each branch providing

comprehensive lists of information, guidance, rebates, and loans for homeowners and

renters, contractors, or local governments. We’ve tried to provide information from the

most basic level up in “bite-sized” sections to be most accessible. For instance, in the

Homeowner and Renter section, there are topics like “Where do I Start,” “What

Hurdles will I Face in Electrifying my Home” and help finding a contractor. 

Q: What are the next steps for this resource?

A: The intent is for this Resource Hub to be a living toolkit, with continuous and

dedicated maintenance from the Commission. We welcome input from visitors,

especially information that they don’t see on the Hub or topics they think are

important to share with the larger community. We have a dedicated email account

where comments can be shared. We also hope to expand to audiences beyond those

identified in the authorizing legislation. For instance, we plan to add information for

multifamily facility managers/building owners and operators. 

Q: How are you getting the word out that this resource is now available?

A: Organizations like yours are very important in helping to spread the word. We’re

also using social media channels, subscription lists, and organizations that work

closely with homeowners and renters, contractors, and local governments. 

Q: Are there specific resources available to local governments that may be

exploring reach code development?

A: Yes! We’ve included a detailed list of resources that offer both model language and

policies and technical assistance to local governments. There’s also information about 

financial incentives and funding programs specifically geared toward local

governments. I’m also happy to talk with local jurisdictions about the Resource Hub

and how it can help their policy development efforts. 

Q: Is the Resource Hub available in languages other than English? Are there

search capabilities?

A: Yes! Like the entire Commission website, it complies with accessibility requirements

and can be translated into a wide range of languages from the top navigation bar on

every page. That said, the Commission cannot be responsible for content on other

websites, so if a resource link directs the visitor to another site, the accessibility of

that specific content may be different. 
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https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/topics/building-decarbonization/building-and-home-energy-resource-hub
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/topics/building-decarbonization/building-and-home-energy-resource-hub
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/topics/building-decarbonization/building-and-home-energy-resource-hub/local#accordion-11137
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/topics/building-decarbonization/building-and-home-energy-resource-hub/local#accordion-12337


It’s also searchable from the global search function of the entire Commission website

as well as keyword searchable per page using the Control-F function. 

Q: Any final thoughts you’d like to share with our readers, Amber?

A: We look forward to receiving input as more and more individuals have the

opportunity to explore the Resource Hub. And we’re looking forward to expanding the

scope of the Hub in the future to include more stakeholders. Don’t hesitate to share

comments or additional resources via email! 

ADVANCING REGIONAL REACH CODE COLLABORATION: LOS ANGELES COUNTY &
THE CITY OF ROLLING HILLS

At the beginning of 2023, the latest version of the state Building Energy Efficiency

Standards (i.e., 2022 Title 24) went into effect and all jurisdictions statewide were

required to adopt it. Communities could optionally amend it with local ordinances--

reach codes--that help reduce greenhouse gas emissions. In November 2022, for

instance, the County of Los Angeles adopted the 2022 Building Code and amended it

with two reach codes: 

A “cool roof” measure further reducing the heat entering the building through

the roof 

An electric vehicle charger provision requiring additional chargers 

• 

• 
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mailto:Amber.Beck@energy.ca.gov
https://localenergycodes.com/download/1519/local_government_adoption_ordinance/fieldList/2022%20Los%20Angeles%20County%20-%20Green%20Building%20-%20Ordinance.pdf


As in prior code cycles, multiple cities within the county such as Rolling Hills, Cudahy,

El Monte, Malibu, and West Hollywood also chose to adopt the County’s amended

building codes, including at least one of the County’s two reach codes. One reason for

this regional alignment is that the County and many of the cities within the county

jointly participate in the Los Angeles Basin Chapter of the International Code Council.

It is a building code group, founded in 1957, that includes participation from the

county and more than 80 cities. Furthermore, the County typically has more resources

than many cities including Rolling Hills, and this gives the County a leadership role. 

Rolling Hills is a small city of about 1,700 residents on the Palos Verdes Peninsula in LA

County; its built environment consists mostly of single family buildings. In early 2023,

shortly after the city adopted the County’s amended 2022 Building Codes, John Signo,

Rolling Hills’ Director of Planning and Community Services, spoke with the Statewide

Reach Codes Team. He explained that the city has only four filled full-time positions

and three unfilled permanent positions. 

Since the staff count is small, like dozens of other cities, Rolling Hills has contracts

with the County of Los Angeles and private companies to provide all their Building &

Safety services. For city attorney services, the city has a separate contract with a

private legal firm. The city also works with the Rolling Hills Community Association

which has an architectural committee and functions like a part of the city. 

During the process of adopting the 2022 Building Code, Rolling Hills received the

County's recommendation that they adopt the amended building code. The city

included this recommendation in its staff report. When their legal counsel reviewed

the code, they concurred with this recommendation and prepared the overall

ordinance. 

Subsequently, the city adopted the County’s amended building codes including both

reach codes. Given that the County performs construction permit plan reviews for the

City, it was a natural decision to align with the County's recommendation and code

structure. 

This kind of regional collaboration is a proven approach to accelerating the adoption of

reach codes and the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. It not only reduces the

complexity of code compliance for the design and construction industry, but it can do

the same behind the counter for building departments. 

Given that the County is currently working on additional reach code development, it is

very possible that cities like Rolling Hills within the County's jurisdictional lines may

very well adopt these in the future. 
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https://icclabc.org/
https://localenergycodes.com/download/1527/local_government_adoption_ordinance/fieldList/2022%20Rolling%20Hills%20-%20Ordinance%20%20LA%20County%20Ord.pdf
https://localenergycodes.com/download/1527/local_government_adoption_staff_report/fieldList/2022%20Rolling%20Hills%20-%20Staff%20Report.pdf


Visit the statewide reach codes interactive map for current information on adopted

reach codes. 

This program is funded by California utility customers and administered by Pacific Gas

and Electric Company, San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E®) and Southern

California Edison Company under the auspices of the California Public Utilities

Commission and in support of the California Energy Commission. 

© 2023 Pacific Gas and Electric Company, San Diego Gas and Electric Company and

Southern California Edison. 

All rights reserved, except that this document may be used, copied, and distributed

without modification. 
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https://localenergycodes.com/content/map
https://www.linkedin.com/company/california-local-energy-codes
https://www.linkedin.com/company/california-local-energy-codes
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